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The new strip showing the retrieve road and access points, cross strip and road to hangar from pine trees end. Photograph: Jim Atknison
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Welcome to 
new members
A number of new fl ying members 
have joined the club recently 
and we warmly welcome them. 
Neil Bennet, 
David Bird, 
Roger Denholm,
David Hamilton, 
Joss and Roy Kirk, 
Adrian Magrath, 
Chun Morton, 
Anthony Saunders and 
Norvan Vogt.

The Southern Tablelands Gliding 
Club exists to enable the 
members to go fl ying. I hope 
that this year they may enjoy 

a lot of fl ying. The year has started 
well with a successful visit to Temora 
described elsewhere in this newsletter.

I believe the following goals are 
achievable this year and will revitalise 
the club:
• First launch of the day by 10am.
• An average launch rate of six 

launches per hour. (I won’t mind if 

the reason that this is not achieved 
is that all gliders on the fi eld are 
airbourne.)

• Dual pilots get a minimum of three 
launches or one hour of fl ying per 
day.

• Solo pilots get a minimum of one or 
two launches in the best part of the 
day.

• Regular fl ying on Saturdays, Sundays 
and Wednesdays (this goal depends 
on the distribution of preferred 
fl ying day among the members).

If we all get enough fl ying then I 
hope we will not mind the inevitable 
“working bees” so much. This year we 
need to re-engine the winch, add spray 
nozzles to the fi re truck, install spray 
nozzles and a water tank to the Navara 
and install guttering and a rainwater 
tank to the big hangar. Oh, I nearly 
forgot we need to build or buy another 
trailer so that we have one for each of 
the Blaniks. – Ken Caldwell

From your President

Check out our 
new website!

www.stgc.org.au
A big thanks to Phill Glasson 
for his work in putting the new 
website together. Any constructive 
comments are welcome on 
improvements or additions to 
the site, email: jamincptyltd@
bigpond.com The members area 
is still being worked on.

David Hamilton and Michael Kingsland

Lindsay Gamble and Chun Morton
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Annual Dinner, AGM and Awards

An enjoyable dinner at the Goulburn 
Worker’s Club followed the AGM in 
September last year. Guests of the club 
were Mrs Jean Onions of “Lockyersleigh”, 
manager of “Lockersleigh” Macca (Dave 
McConville), and his partner Kerrie 
Sandilands. 

Col Berry stepped down as President 
of the club after serving many years on 
the committee and six as President. His 
contribution to the club has been greatly 
valued by all the members and will continue 
to be. As a token of appreciation he was 
presented with a gift from the club. Ken 
Caldwell was elected as the incoming 
President, John Wilkinson as Vice President, 
Jim Atkinson as Treasurer, Judy Echin as 
Secretary, Peter Jolly as CFI and committee 
member, and Lindsay Gamble, Kevin Leo and 
Robert Brereton as committee members. 
Malcolm Echin was elected to the position of 
Lockyersleigh liaison offi cer, a newly created 
position to streamline communication 
between the club and Lockyersleigh. 

This year the “Most Valued Member 
Award” for 2009 was awarded jointly to 
Chris Edwards and Lindsay Gamble. The 
Peter Moran Memorial Trophy “Premier 
Pilot Award”, which covers club gliders, for 
2009 was awarded to Chris Edwards who 
was also the recipient in 2007. A new award 
this year of “Premier Pilot open class” was 
awarded to Kevin Leo. Congratulations to all.

Di Stockbridge with John and Lynn Wilkinson

Lindsay Gamble presents Col Berry with his gift Robert Howdin, Peter Jolly and Robert Percival

A surprised Chris Edwards accepts two awards

Lindsay Gamble accepting his award

Rolf and Fiona Cetinski and Jim Atkinson

Jean Onions and Col Berry

Ken and Jan Caldwell with Kerrie Sandilands

Michael Kingsland Col Veal enjoying dessert!

Macca and Malcolm Echin

Ailsa Berry and Lindsay Gamble

Kevin Leo and his awardJune Gamble Malcolm and Judy Echin



This report from Henry Musto, Rolf 
Cetinski, Stuart Franklin, Robert Le Gay 
Brereton, Tim Causer and myself provides 
tall tales and true from Camp Carrick 
Det A (Temora) early in January. Rob and 
Stu arrived Sunday and Rolf, Henry and I 

arrived Monday morning. As usual at this 
time of year, there are plenty of gliders 
at Temora from clubs far afi eld including 
Canberra and Bathurst – about 25 gliders 
and 3 tugs. Not as many as in past years 
with Southern Cross and RAAF Richmond 

operating at Cootamundra, which is good 
as there was less congestion and faster 
launches. Facilities at Temora airfi eld are 
much improved with verdant lawns in a 
larger camp site, a new accommodation 
block built by the local council and a 
number of new houses/hangars. 

First day of fl ying (Monday) –  around 
3/8Cu with bases around 6-8000ft, wind 
from the north at around 15Kt.  The 
general aim was to fl y a shortish task 
and get back into the groove of X country 
fl ying. Stu had a couple of fl ights in the 
Janus with Col Vasarotti to scrub up on 
aero tow.  Rob fl ew Temora – Ardlethan 
– Junee – Temora, about 300K and about 
3 hrs. Henry fl ew the LS3 Temora – Yiddah 
– Beckon – Temora, about 150k and about 
2 hrs. I fl ew West Wyalong – Weethalle 
– Forbes – Temora, 390K – 5 hours. 

Tuesday there was early 
overdevelopment to the south west and 
about 5/8 Cu at 6-7000ft elsewhere. Wind 
was 15-20kt from the north. Rob fl ew 
Temora – Ardlethan. The weather was 
really cooking further to the west so he 
then fl ew south to Illabo (east of Junee). 
The weather was fast deteriorating and Stu 
advised by radio that conditions at Temora 
were deteriorating quickly. Rob opted to 
hang around in the Junee area for an hour 
or so until the rain cleared at Temora. It 
eventually did so which enable him to get 
back to Temora. Rolf fl ew Temora – Ariah 
Park but due to the bad weather (rain 
and lightening) to the west, decided to 
return to Temora via Barmedman – about 
2 hours. I fl ew east to Grenfell, Cowra 
and planned to fl y back via Cootamundra. 
Access to the west was cut off by rain 
with a large area of rain under a big ugly 
looking Cu between Young and Temora. 
At Young the only option was to fl y north 
ahead of the rain band and try to get a fi nal 
glide from an area east of Temora. Directly 
east of Temora, about 60K out I climbed to 
cloud base (7000ft) and turned to Temora 
(fi ngers crossed) with a marginal fi nal 
glide. I passed through a couple of light 
showers and relatively smooth air with no 
lift. About 15K out and 2000 ft AGL it was 
clear that I could not make it to the airfi eld 
through another shower and decided to 
land out.   Another 1000 ft for the fi nal 
glide would have been good. Rob and Rolf 
arrived about an hour later to collected me 
and the Mini Nimbus from the paddock. 

Wednesday the wind had moved around 
to the west at about 15Kt with NW/SE 
trough line south of Forbes marked by a 
line of CU bases at about 7000ft. Rolf fl ew 
the LS3 north west to Weja and return 
– about 2 hrs. Stuart had a couple of 
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Part of the grid.

Robert brereton working, Stuart Franklin talking to photographer’s partner.

Kevin Leo about to be hooked on and (below) on tow.

Cross Country Camp at Temora



launches in the Hornet to consolidate 
his aero tows but unfortunately was 
unable to get away for a X country fl ight. 
I followed the locals up to the trough line 
south of Forbes and then west to where 
the Cu stopped about 50 K short of Lake 
Cargelligo, turned and followed the trough 
line back to abeam Forbes and south 
to Grenfell. The area between Forbes 
and Grenfell required a good lookout as 
dozens of hang gliders operating out of 
Forbes were operating there.  At Grenfell 
one glider reported passing near a hang 
glider at 10,000ft. The run back to Temora 
from Grenfell in the blue was uneventful. 
Tim, complete with Libelle, arrived and got 
ready for the fray.

Thursday, was a blue day with a 
westerly wind at about 15-20 kt. The 
trough line had moved north east in a line 
through Cowra about 100k east. Stu had a 
rest day and Rob, Rolf and I decided to fl y 
to Cootamundra and consider our options 
there.   Unfortunately, Rob landed out 
about 10k from Temora on the initial glide, 

called up and aero tow from the paddock, 
decided not to fl y on to Coota, and opted 
for a shorter fl ight of a couple of hours. At 
Coota Rolf fl ew north east toward Grenfell 
and home. I fl ew to Harden attracted by a 
lonely Cu about 5K east of the town. From 
there, I went to Bendick Murrell, Grenfell 
and back to Temora. The area around 
Grenfell is quite green and thermals were 
weak and with a 20kt headwind I had a 
close look at the paddocks a few times 
getting back to Temora.  

Friday was a much better day with Cu 
bases around 7-8000ft. Tim fl ew Temora 
– Ungarie – Leeton – Temora (300k), Rob 
fl ew Ungarie, Leeton, Junee, Coota, Temora 
(about 490k). I launched, found no lift 
and returned for a relight. In a classic case 
of overload (dumping water, congested 
runway) leading to failure to complete 
vital checks, I landed with wheel up and 
spent the rest of the day inspecting for 
damage (apart from my pride, minimal 
thank goodness), looking at a lovely sky 
and contemplating what might have been 

(ah! – that’s gliding).
Saturday was even better weather 

– westerlies with Cus around 9-10000ft. 
Tim fl ew Temora - Tullabigeal – Morundah 
– Temora (about 300k), Rob and I fl ew 
Temora - Lake Cargelligo – The Rock 
– Cootamundra – Temora (520k) – Rob 
cut the corner at Junee for about 500k.  A 
fairly comfortable fl ight working between 
4 – 10,000ft and 80 – 100kts between 
climbs. 

On Sunday Rob and I decided to pack 
up a go home after a gloomy weather 
forecast at briefi ng (strong winds and 
fl uky thermals).  Whilst driving home, 
the day looked a corker with cloud base 
around 10,000 ft or better. Tim reported 
that the day started late but he managed 
a 300k fl ight Temora – Ungarie – Leeton 
– Temora).

Overall, a very interesting X country 
camp. Hopefully we will hear more from 
Tim and from the guys at Camp Carrick 
Det B (Narromine) in the fullness of time. 
– Kevin Leo
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Tim Causer awaiting tow, Stuart on the rope.

Robert Brereton on tow.

Robert Brereton awaiting a tow.
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The People, The Club

Is it a bird? Is it a plane? – no it’s our very own SOLARMAN!

Robert Howdin running through his checks before being hooked on by John Wilkinson.

Robert Brereton takes a Marulan lass on an AEF.

The club donated two AEFs in the last 
part of 2009, one to the Marulan Kite 
Festival and another to the Goulburn 
“Girls Night In”, a fundraising night for 
Cancer research. Both of these donations 
not only contributed to the community it 
resulted in a number of enquiries about 
fl ying and several AEFs being purchased. 
Col Berry is pictured presenting 
president of the Marulan Kite Festival 
Committee, Bea Berrisford with an AEF 
voucher which was fi rst prize in a raffl e 
for the Mulwaree Arts Association.


